
 

2021 IMA Legislative Priorities 

Expanding GME: More physicians throughout Idaho 
IMA supports funding for the fourth year of the ten-year residency expansion 
plan. IMA is strongly committed to growing our physician workforce, especially 
in rural and underserved parts of Idaho, to increase overall access to care, 
meet the demands of a fast-growing population and provide the next 
generation of caregivers in Idaho’s aging physician workforce. 

In 2020, the Legislature allocated $1.25M to build out 25 new Graduate 
Medical Education (GME) positions throughout the state and maintain current 
funding levels for existing residency training programs. 

For 2021, the Idaho State Board of Education and Idaho residency programs 
will seek $900K in new funding for the fourth year of the GME expansion. This 
funding will increase residency positions by another 15 slots across Idaho. 

Residency programs are leading providers of care to Medicaid, Medicare and 
uninsured patients in Idaho. Investing in physician training not only provides 
care for the state’s poorest people, but is also the best means to recruit 
physicians to practice in Idaho. There is a high correlation between where a 
physician completes their residency and where they choose to practice.  

Each physician in Idaho supports an average of 12.1 jobs, total wages and 
benefits of over $900,000, and produces $1.9 million in economic output. 
Overall, Idaho physicians support 33,179 jobs, generate $2.5 billion in total 
wages and benefits, add $168.6 million in state and local taxes and generate 
$5.2 billion in total economic activity.  (2018 AMA Economic Impact Study) 

 
Telehealth regulation and reimbursement 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Idaho formed the Telehealth Task Force (TTF) 
to identify the reasons for our state’s low utilization of telehealth services. The 
TTF found three major barriers: 

1. Inconsistent Reimbursement  
2. Technology Restrictions 
3. Broadband Access 

 
According to the Idaho Department of Insurance, the pandemic increased 
telehealth services in Idaho by over 17,000% in 2020 compared to last year. In 
response to the pandemic, several actions were taken that temporarily 
addressed Idaho’s major telehealth challenges: 

1. Payers currently reimburse telehealth services at parity levels to  
in-person visits 

2. State and federal waivers have allowed expanded technology 
platforms to deliver care remotely 

3. Idaho allocated $50M of federal relief funds to boost broadband 
 

~ TELEHEALTH continued on next page 

 
The Idaho Medical 
Association is the leading 
organization representing 
physicians in all specialties, 
practice settings and 
geographic locations in our 
state, and is recognized as 
the voice of medicine in 
Idaho. IMA’s mission is to 
unify and advocate for all 
Idaho physicians, promote 
the art and science of 
medicine, and remain 
dedicated to improving the 
health and well-being of all 
Idahoans. 
 
IMA represents over 3,700 
Idaho physicians and other 
providers on a variety of 
complex legislative and 
regulatory issues that impact 
Idaho physicians and their 
patients.   

If you have comments or 
questions on any of these 
issues, please contact IMA 
lobby team members: 

Susie Pouliot Keller 
susie@idmed.org 
 
Jamie Neill 
jamie@idmed.org 
 
Ken McClure 
krm@givenspursley.com 
 
Emily McClure 
emily@mcclurepolicy.com  
 
Blake Youde 
blake.youde@youdellc.com 
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 Telehealth regulation and reimbursement ~ continued: In order to maintain the momentum of robust telehealth delivery in Idaho, 
IMA supports the recommendation of the TTF to form a Virtual Care Advisory Board. This board would provide coordination 
among stakeholders and policy makers to guide and identify opportunities for advancing telehealth utilization in Idaho. IMA 
believes it is important for Idaho to control the future of telehealth delivery in our state and rely on those closest to the delivery 
of care to shape that future, including physicians, patients, and other stakeholders. Ultimately, this strategy will improve 
affordability, safety, and access to care across Idaho. 

 
During the pandemic, the Governor’s emergency order allows out of state providers, without an Idaho license, to use telehealth 
visits on Idaho patients. The IMA understands the reason for this policy during a pandemic however, extending this policy or 
making it permanent raises many concerns for Idaho patients and providers across the health workforce. The IMA lobby team 
is closely tracking legislation that was approved by the Occupational Licensing and Certification Laws Interim Committee on 
Nov. 30. The IMA joined many other groups testifying with concerns about provisions in the bill that would allow out of state 
physicians to deliver telehealth without an Idaho license. IMA strongly supports telehealth and patient choice but believes these 
efforts should be undertaken with Idaho-licensed physicians (whether located here or elsewhere) or the existing framework of 
the Interstate Licensure Medical Compact. We have state laws and administrative rules in place to protect patients and hold our 
physicians accountable to an Idaho standard of care. The IMA will continue to work on outcomes that improve telehealth 
delivery while respecting the Idaho standard of care. Specifically, IMA supports the recommendations of the Telehealth Task 
Force.  
 
Support for evidence-based formation of healthcare policy 
IMA strongly supports the use of scientific, evidence-based decision making for developing healthcare policies that impact our 
public health systems, healthcare providers, schools and universities, businesses, our economy, and our citizens. We urge policy 
makers and elected officials to seek consultation and work closely with local physicians and medical experts in creating public 
policies and guidelines that impact citizens’ health and safety. IMA wants to keep our economy strong by keeping businesses 
open and people employed. We want to keep our healthcare resources available and accessible to all Idahoans who need them. 
Science tells us the best way to accomplish this during a pandemic is to wear a mask, watch your distance from others, and 
wash your hands. 
 
The Idaho Patient Act: Mitigating impacts on physicians   
IMA supports delaying the effective date of the Idaho Patient Act beyond January 1, 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
has taxed the health care industry to its breaking point. Survey data shows physician practice revenues have dropped 60 
percent on average, with some struggling to survive. During the height of the pandemic, half of medical practices had to 
furlough or lay off office staff. Many small rural hospitals are fighting to stay open and some are having significant cashflow 
problems. The larger hospitals are being pressured with increasing numbers of COVID-19 patients and the potential need to 
delay or suspend elective procedures and other routine services. At the same time, many software vendors have not prioritized 
making the necessary software modifications in order for physicians and hospitals to meet the specialized requirements in the 
Idaho Patient Act, making compliance very difficult, and in many cases not possible. 
 
IMA continues to work with the Idaho Hospital Association, Melaleuca representatives, and legislators to find solutions.  The 
main areas of concern are: 1) It severely handicaps physicians’ ability to collect unpaid bills if a hospital or facility excludes the 
physician from the Consolidated Summary of Service – something beyond the physician’s control; 2) Increased software vendor 
costs are required to add new information to  a patient’s Final Statement; 3) Addressing identity theft concerns associated with 
requiring a patient’s Social Security Number or Medicare Account number to be printed in full on the patient’s bill; and 4) It 
prevents a physician from taking routine actions to pursue amounts owed when a patient passes a bad check;  5) Addressing 
situations in which a series of visits cannot be billed until the course of care is completed – forcing a conflict with timelines in 
the Act. 
 
Changes to the IMA lobby team 
IMA extends our best wishes to Molly Steckel, our longtime lobbyist and policy expert. Molly retired from the IMA in October 
after serving Idaho physicians for two decades! IMA is extremely pleased to announce Jamie Neill as our new Director of 
Government Affairs. Jamie previously served as the Senior Legislative Assistant to Idaho Congressman Mike Simpson, 
overseeing healthcare, Interior/environment, and agriculture issues. He has a proven track record of working collaboratively 
with Idaho healthcare organizations for many years and brings a high level of expertise and enthusiasm that will allow him to 
hit the ground running on behalf of Idaho physicians. Welcome, Jamie! 
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